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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Line 5 of the ABSTRACT should read, "...the butt -of- the firearm..." 

• Line 3 of Paragraph [009] should read, "...the butt -of- the firearm..." 

• Line 1 of Paragraph [019] should read, "As -seen- in Figure 4..." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 7 and 1 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: Both 
claims 7 and 15 recite, "...the second side stock support member including a 
substantially parallel orientation relative to the second side stock support member." Said 
second side stock support member cannot be oriented parallel to itself. Appropriate 
correction is required. It is noted that claims 7 and 15 are treated under the assumption 
that the author intended to claim said second side stock support member as being in a 
parallel orientation to a first side stock support member. 

3. Claims 1 1 and 19 are objected to as claiming identical subject matter. Claim 19 
includes all of the limitations of claim 1 1 , and does include any further limitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/753,923 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3634 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1,2, 5-7, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 321 ,930 to Wunderlick. 

6. In regard to claim 1 , Wunderlick discloses a gun rack comprising a stock support 
assembly G having pivoted curved seat g adapted to receive the butt portion of a gun; 
further comprising a barrel support assembly 7 comprising a claw H adapted to grasp 
the outer perimeter or the gun nozzle (see FIG. 1). 

7. In regard to claim 2, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations of 
claim 1 , further comprising vertical side stock support members g' connected to and 
extending from said butt support member (see FIG. 3). 

8. In regard to claim 5, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations of 
claim 1 , further comprising a lower mounting bracket C, wherein the stock support 
member G is pivotally mounted to said lower bracket C and pivotable about an axis of 
rotation; and an upper mounting bracket S, wherein the barrel claw H is pivotally 
mounted to said upper bracket B and pivotable about the axis of rotation (see FIG. 1). 

9. In regard to claim 6, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations of 
claim 1, further comprising a barrel gripping claw assembly analogous to a clip, wherein 
a clip is defined as a device for gripping or clasping. Wunderlick recites, "The arm T of 
bracket B has a pivoted or hinged piece or claw, H, for grasping the nozzle of the 
gun..." (see Line 48). 
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10. In regard to claim 7, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations of 
claim 1, further comprising first and second vertical stock support members g' extending 
from the butt support member g, said stock support members aligned in a parallel 
orientation to each other (see FIGs. 1 and 3). Wunderlick recites, "The bracket C is 
provide with the arm G, having pivoted curved seat g, with side and end projections g', 
in which the stock of the gun in placed" (see Line 45). 

11. In regard to claim 10, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations 
of claim 7, further comprising the upper and lower mounting brackets with respective 
support members attached pivotally thereto, as advanced above (see paragraph 8). 
12 r In regard to claims 1 1 and 19, Wunderlick discloses a rack comprising all of the 
included limitations as advanced in the above claim rejections. 

13. In regard to claim 14, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations 
of claim 11, further comprising a clip as set forth in the claim 6 rejection above (see 
paragraph 9). 

14. In regard to claim 15, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations 
of claim 1 1 , further comprising stock support members as set forth in the claim 7 
rejection above (see paragraph 10). 

15. In regard to claim 18, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations 
of claim 15, further comprising the upper and lower mounting brackets with respective 
support members attached pivotally thereto, as advanced above (see paragraph 8). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claims 3, 4, 8, 9, 12, 13, 16, 17, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over '930 to Wunderlick in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,138,786 to 
Fischer. 

1 8. Wunderlick discloses a gun rack comprising all of the limitations of claims 2, 7, 
11,15, and 19. Wunderlick does not disclose said side stock support members 
comprising apertures located near their distal ends, wherein a lock is securable through 
said apertures and a trigger guard of the firearm for securing the firearm to the stock 
support assembly. Specifically, Wunderlick does not disclose the oblong aperture 
according to claims 4, 9, 13, and 18. Fischer discloses a firearm support and protection 
device 10 comprising a stock supporting housing 18 including two vertical members 18a 
and 22 disposed on either side of the stock of the firearm (see FIGs. 1, 3, and 4). 
Fischer also discloses an embodiment of said device comprising an oblong aperture 85, 
wherein a lock is slid through said aperture and the trigger guard of the firearm. Fischer 
recites, "...housing 18 may be provided with a slot 85 to accommodate an elevator bolt 
85a... In this situation, bolt 85a passes through trigger guard 86 (shown in phantom) 
which is a part of the pistol to prevent its removal" (see Column 3, Line 41). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include the locking means as disclosed by Fischer on the gun rack as disclosed by 
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Wunderlick, by extending the stock support members of Wunderlick in the vertical 
direction so that their respective upper ends are aligned with an area above the trigger 
guard of the firearm, and are in the shape of the vertical housing walls as disclosed by 
Fischer. The motivation for said inclusion would be to provide the rack as disclosed by 
Wunderlick with an integral locking means. The rack as disclosed by Wunderlick at the 
time of its invention most likely did not require a locking means, however, as obvious 
and well known in the art today, gun racks necessitate a locking means for theft 
prevention and safety measures. The motivation for including the elongated aperture 
slot as disclosed by Fischer would be to accommodate for various types of firearms, 
comprising various lengths. 

Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• U.S. Patent No. 4,696,405 to Waring 

• U.S. Patent No. 5,022,536 to Pierson 

• U.S. Patent No. 4,182,453 to Worswick 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared W, Newton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JWN 




